
WCF 20, Of Christian Liberty, and Liberty of Conscience 

 

Section 1- Liberties Christ has Purchased (1 Cor. 6:19-20) 

1. The liberty which Christ hath purchased for believers under the gospel 
consists in their freedom from the guilt of sin, the condemning wrath of God, the 
curse of the moral law; and, in their being delivered from this present evil world, 
bondage to Satan, and dominion of sin; from the evil of afflictions, the sting of 
death, the victory of the grave, and everlasting damnation; as also, in their free 
access to God, and their yielding obedience unto him, not out of slavish fear, but 
a childlike love and willing mind. All which were common also to believers under 
the law. But, under the new testament, the liberty of Christians is further 
enlarged, in their freedom from the yoke of the ceremonial law, to which the 
Jewish church was subjected; and in greater boldness of access to the throne of 
grace, and in fuller communications of the free Spirit of God, than believers under 
the law did ordinarily partake of. 

   A. Liberty FROM  

 Future Consequences: 

  Guilt of Sin- (1 Cor. 1:8) 

  Wrath of God- (Mat. 3:7) 

  Curse of Moral Law- (Col. 2:13ff) 

 Present Circumstances: 

  Present evil world, bondage to Satan, dominion of sin- (Col. 3:3ff;  
  Gal. 2:20) 
 
 

  Evil of Afflictions- (Heb. 12:6-11; 2 Cor. 1:4, 4:17) 
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Eternal Consequence of Death: 

 Sting of Death, Victory of Grave, Everlasting Damnation-              
 (1Cor. 6:15, 19; 1 Cor. 15 all; Rom. 8:11: Phil. 3:21, 1 Cor. 15) 

 

 

   B. Liberty TO/ IN: 

 Free Access/ Yielding Obedience- (Eph. 3:12; Heb. 7:25; Rom. 8:26) 

 Slavish Fear/ Childlike Love/Willing Mind-(Rom. 8:1,2, 15) 

   C. Liberty Increased 

 From Ceremonial Law- (Gal. 3:24; Mat. 5:17) 

 To Throne of Grace- (Mark 15:37,38; Heb. 10:4ff) 

 By fuller communications of the Spirit (consistent with fuller revelation of 
 the work of Christ) - (Gal. 3) 

 

Sections 2-4- Liberty of Conscience 

Summary- The conscience should operate in a sphere as narrow as the 
boundaries set by the moral law of God (Ch. 19), and as expansively as is 
consistent with the liberties Christ purchased (Section 1). 

Contracting the boundaries: 2. God alone is Lord of the conscience, and hath 
left it free from the doctrines and commandments of men, which are, in anything, 
contrary to his Word; or beside it, if matters of faith, or worship. So that, to 
believe such doctrines, or to obey such commands, out of conscience, is to 
betray true liberty of conscience: and the requiring of an implicit faith, and an 
absolute and blind obedience, is to destroy liberty of conscience, and reason 
also. 
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   A. Observations: 

 The Conscience- “The conscience is that inner voice that the Creator has 
 planted within us that either accuses or excuses, that either disapproves 
 or approves our behavior.- Thomas Aquinas (based on Romans 2:15)1 

 

 The Fallen Conscience-Rom. (1:18ff) 

 

 The Myth of the Autonomous Conscience- (Is. 5:20) 

 

   B. Assertions: 

 God alone is Lord of the conscience- (John 8:34ff) 

 

 Can be lost through submission to the doctrines/commandments of men.   
 Examples: 

  From Scripture- (Gal. 2) 

  History- Luther/ Diet of Worms- 

  Current- Implicit faith in Church (example of Baptism)-  

  Current- Implicit faith in personal conviction (example of alcohol)- 

“When we restrict, or allow to be restricted, our liberty of 
conscience in ways Christ has not warranted, we, in effect, say to 
Christ, “You haven’t done enough.  I must add to the work of Christ 
to make myself acceptable to God.  I must create a laundry list of 
things that have nothing to do with constituting favor with God.”          
- Patrick Lafferty2 

 

                                                 
1
 R C Sproul, Truths We Confess, Volume 2, 288-9;  

2
 http://groundschool.wordpress.com/2010/03/26/audio-wcf-chapter-xx-of-christian-liberty-and-liberty-of-conscience/     
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Expanding the boundaries: 3. They who, upon pretense of Christian liberty, 
do practice any sin, or cherish any lust, do thereby destroy the end of Christian 
liberty, which is, that being delivered out of the hands of our enemies, we might 
serve the Lord without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him, all the 
days of our life. 

 Paradox of Antinomianism (opposed to the law)-  

  Freedom Sought- 
  “…there will be false teachers among them, who will secretly bring  
  in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, 
  …many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of  
  truth will be blasphemed.” -2 Peter 2:1,2 
 
  Freedom Denied- 
  “Flee from sexual immorality. … do you not know that your body is  
  a temple of the Holy Spirit …you were bought with a price. So  
  glorify God in your body.” 1 Cor. 6:18ff 
 
 
 Deference to weaker brother (1 Cor. 8, Rom. 14)- 
 
 
 
 
 Goal- “One person esteems one day as better than another, while another 
  esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his  
  own mind.” –Rom. 14:5 

 

Observing the boundaries: 4. And because the powers which God hath 
ordained, and the liberty which Christ hath purchased, are not intended by God 
to destroy, but mutually to uphold and preserve one another, they who, upon 
pretense of Christian liberty, shall oppose any lawful power, or the lawful 
exercise of it, whether it be civil or ecclesiastical, resist the ordinance of God. 
And, for their publishing of such opinions, or maintaining of such practices, as 
are contrary to the light of nature, or to the known principles of Christianity 
(whether concerning faith, worship, or conversation), or to the power of 
godliness; or, such erroneous opinions or practices, as either in their own 
nature, or in the manner of publishing or maintaining them, are destructive to 
the external peace and order which Christ hath established in the church, they 
may lawfully be called to account, and proceeded against, by the censures of 
the church. 

Defer discussion until Chapter 23, Of the Civil Magistrate 


