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WCF Chapter 7: Of God’s Covenant with Man 

 

A. Preliminary Comments 

1. Covenant (Federal) Theology -a development of Reformed Theology; a 

framework for understanding the redemptive purposes of God through the 

representative headships of Adam and of Christ. 

 

2. Challenge of Unfamiliarity-  

  

3. Hope of Clarity 

 

B. Premise:  The basic structure of the Bible in general, and the person and work of 

Christ in particular, are overtly covenantal. 

Contrast Old Covenant/ Passover – New Covenant/ Final Passover 

 

 I. The distance between God and the creature is so great, that although 
reasonable creatures do owe obedience unto him as their Creator, yet they could 
never have any fruition of him, as their blessedness and reward, but by some 
voluntary condescension on God's part, which he hath been pleased to express 
by way of covenant. 

A. Voluntary and gracious nature of a Covenant 

B. Typical Parts of a Near Eastern Covenant: 

1. Preamble-  authority to make covenant 

2. Prologue- history of relationship 

3. Promises and Stipulations 

4. Sanctions 
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5. Oath   

o God cannot break  

o Ratified by cutting rite/ circumcision of Abraham and of Christ 

C. Diversity of Covenants: 

o All five elements not always present 

o Some conditional, some unconditional 

o Timeframe: fulfilled in part, whole, not yet 

II. The first covenant made with man was a covenant of works, wherein life was 
promised to Adam, and in him to his posterity, upon condition of perfect and 
personal obedience. 

A. Intra-Trinitarian Covenant of Redemption 

B. Adamic Covenant of Works  

C. Gracious aspect of warning and promise 

D. Requirement of perfect personal obedience to Adam and posterity 

III. Man by his fall having made himself incapable of life by that covenant, the Lord 
was pleased to make a second, commonly called the covenant of grace: wherein 
he freely offered unto sinners life and salvation by Jesus Christ, requiring of them 
faith in him, that they may be saved, and promising to give unto all those that are 
ordained unto life, his Holy Spirit, to make them willing and able to believe. 

A. Faith in Christ is required, but is not the basis of the New Covenant 

B. The Great Exchange of Christ’s works and our sin 

C. Faith a gift of the HS;  Arminian view untenable 
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IV. This covenant of grace is frequently set forth in the Scripture by the name of a 
testament, in reference to the death of Jesus Christ, the testator, and to the 
everlasting inheritance, with all things belonging to it, therein bequeathed. 

- Christ the Mediator is also Christ the Testator of Peace with God 

 

V. This covenant was differently administered in the time of the law, and in the 
time of the gospel: under the law it was administered by promises, prophecies, 
sacrifices, circumcision, the paschal lamb, and other types and ordinances 
delivered to the people of the Jews, all fore-signifying Christ to come, which were 
for that time sufficient and efficacious, through the operation of the Spirit, to 
instruct and build up the elect in faith in the promised Messiah, by whom they had 
full remission of sins, and eternal salvation, and is called the Old Testament. 

A. Broadly, the Covenant of Grace is the summary term for all the covenants in the 
bible that hold forth the promise, hope and salvation of Christ. 

 

B. Misunderstanding of the Abrahamic and Mosaic Covenants 

C. Summary understanding of Galatians 3 

D. Content of Old Testament Faith 

o Salvifically 

o Eternally 

VI. Under the gospel, when Christ the substance was exhibited, the ordinances in 
which this covenant is dispensed, are the preaching of the Word, and the 
administration of the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper; which, 
though fewer in number, and administered with more simplicity and less outward 
glory, yet in them it is held forth in more fullness, evidence, and spiritual efficacy, 
to all nations, both Jews and Gentiles; and is called the New Testament. There are 
not, therefore, two covenants of grace differing in substance, but one and the 
same under various dispensations.  

- One Covenant of Grace, the substance of which is fulfilled in the person and 
work of Christ. 
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A Comparison of Historic Covenant and 
Historic Dispensational Theology1

 

ISSUE COVENANT POSITION DISPENSATIONAL POSITION 

PATTERN OF HISTORY Covenant of Works with Adam; 
Covenant of Grace with Christ on 
behalf of elect (some distinguish 
between Covenant of Redemption 
with Christ and Covenant of Grace 
with the elect). 

Divided into dispensations (usually 
seven); e.g., Innocence (pre-Fall), 
Conscience (Adam), Human 
Government (Noah), Promise 
(Abraham), Law (Moses), Grace 
(Christ's First Coming), Kingdom 
(Christ's Second Coming).  

VIEW OF HISTORY Optimistic: God is extending His 
kingdom. 

Pessimistic: the Last Days are marked 
by increasingly worse wickedness in 
the world and by apostasy in the 
church.  

GOD'S PURPOSE IN HISTORY There is a unified redemptive 
purpose. 

There are two distinct purposes, one 
earthly (Israel), one heavenly (church). 

VIEW OF THE BIBLICAL 
COVENANTS 

They are different administrations of 
the, Covenant of Grace. 

They mark off periods of time during 
which God's specific demands of man 
differ. 

RELATIONSHIP OF OLD 
TESTAMENT TO NEW TESTAMENT 

Acceptance of Old Testament 
teaching required unless specifically 
abrogated by New Testament. 

Old Testament prescriptions are not 
binding unless reaffirmed in New 
Testament. 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ISRAEL 
AND THE CHURCH 

The church is spiritual Israel, in 
continuity with true Israel of Old 
Testament. 

The church is the spiritual people of 
God, distinct from Israel, the physical 
people of God. 

OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY Refers to God's people, the church. Refers to ethnic Israel. 

CHURCH AGE God's redemptive purpose 
continued to unfold. 

There is a parenthesis between past 
and future manifestations of the 
kingdom. 

ROLE OF HOLY SPIRIT The Holy Spirit indwells God's 
people throughout history. 

The Holy Spirit indwells God's people 
only from Pentecost to the Rapture. 

BAPTISM Unified covenant generally used to 
support infant baptism. 

Israel/church distinction often (but not 
always) used to support believers' 
baptism. 

SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS Emphasizes "cultural mandate." The only way to save the world is to 
save individuals; therefore evangelism 
takes precedence over "social action." 

ESCHATOLOGY Usually amillennial; rarely 
postmillennial; occasionally 
premillennial. 

Premillennial, usually pretribulational. 

MILLENNIUM Symbolic, often identified with 
present age. 

Literal, earthly 1000-year reign after 
Second Coming.  

 

                                                 
1
 http://www.reformed-theology.org/html/c-vs-dis.htm 


