
WCF Chapter 2, God and the Holy Trinity 

 

Preliminary Comments 

Assumption of God’s existence 

Knowledge of God conveyable through words 

Unapologetic Apologetics 

 

Section 1 Summary:  God is God, He does as He pleases, what He 
pleases to do is to forgive sin, reward the faithful and punish the 
wicked. 

A)  God is: 

There is but one only living and true God, (Deut. 6:4; 1 Cor. 8:4) 

who is infinite in being (immense)- (Idols have boundaries; God no 
boundaries, Ps. 139) 

and perfection, (no conflicts) 

a most pure spirit, invisible, without body, parts, (invisible/ indivisible, 
 1 Tim. 1:17) 

or passions (impassability) (God cannot be acted upon, Acts 14:11) 

immense, eternal, incomprehensible, almighty, most wise, most holy, 
most free, most absolute,  incommunicable (eternal, self-existent, etc.) 
communicable (wisdom, freedom, etc.), combination (holiness) 

 

B) God does as He pleases:  

working all things according to the counsel of his own immutable 
and most righteous will, for his own glory, (Proverbs 16:4) 
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C) What God pleases to do: 

(because He is) most loving, gracious, merciful, long-suffering, 
 abundant in  goodness and truth,  

Distinction between attributes of God (which stand alone), and expression 
of those attributes (where context must be considered). 

Example: “God is most loving” 

 

forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; the rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him; and withal most just and terrible in his 
judgments; hating all sin; and who will by no means clear the guilty. 

 

Section 2 Summary:  The “Why” and “How” of God’s will issues solely 
out of His Self-Existence 

God hath all life, (nothing can exist that God does not maintain, Col. 
 1:16, 17) 

  glory (only inherent in Him, 1 Cor. 15:40-41) 

goodness (parasitic nature of evil)  

blessedness, in and of himself; (1 Tim. 6:15) 

WHY God does what He does: 

and is alone in and unto himself all-sufficient, not standing in 
need of any creatures which he hath made, nor deriving any 
glory from them, but only manifesting his own glory in, by, 
unto, and upon them; he is the alone foundation of all being, of 
whom, through whom, and to whom, are all things; 

Ultimately for Christ (Col. 1:16; Eph. 1:7-10) 

and hath most sovereign dominion over them, to do by them, 
for them, or upon them, whatsoever himself pleaseth.  

 
The sovereignty of God “rests not in His will abstractly, but in His  
adorable person. -A. A. Hodge 
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HOW God does what He does: 

In his sight all things are open and manifest; his knowledge is 
infinite, infallible, and independent upon the creature; so as 
nothing is to him contingent or uncertain. He is most holy in 
all his counsels, in all his works, and in all his commands.   

Repudiation of any version of Open Theism- 

Application:  
To him is due from angels and men, and every other creature, 
whatsoever worship, service, or obedience he is pleased to require 
of them. 

Section 3 Summary:  God has One Essence and exists in Three Persons 

In the unity of the Godhead there be three Persons of one substance, 
power, and eternity: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghost. The Father is of none, neither begotten nor proceeding; the 
Son is eternally begotten of the Father; the Holy Ghost eternally 
proceeding from the Father and the Son.  

 Three Persons- plurality of Godhead:  
  
   “Let us…” Gen. 1:26; 3:22; 11:7  
      
   “The LORD says to my Lord… “  Ps. 110:1 
 
 One Substance-  
 
  “The Lord Our God, the Lord is one.” Deut. 6:4 
 

“He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his  
   nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power.” 
                                                                                      Heb. 1:3a 

 Jesus’ View: 
 Mat. 28: 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
 them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
 

If the Father, Son and Holy Ghost did not possess an identical being, 
Jesus would have commanded baptism in the names of the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit.  Conversely, Jesus clearly identified three different 
persons as sharing in one name. 

 ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Conclusion: Only Fitting Response is Doxology 


